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APPENDIX B 
CONSULTATIONS WITH AGENCIES 

This appendix contains SEA’s consultation correspondence with Federal, state, and local 
agencies. The first letter is a sample letter, sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on October 
3, 2001, which is representative of 29 others submitted to agencies requesting comments and 
assistance during the scoping period. Table B-1 lists all the agencies with whom SEA has 
corresponded and the dates of the correspondence. Copies of all correspondence between SEA 
and the agencies listed are included in this appendix. Addresses of the agencies are found 
directly after Table B-1. 

Table B-1

Dates of Correspondence between Agencies


Agency Dates of Contact 

Federal 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration 10/3/2001; 3/11/2002; 4/17/2002


National Marine Fisheries Service 10/3/2001; 8/23/2002


Natural Resource Conservation Service 10/3/2001; 5/31/2002


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 10/3/2001; 10/23/2001; 4/12/2002


U.S. Coast Guard 10/3/2001; 10/15/2001; 3/28/2002


U.S. Department of Transportation 10/3/2001


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 10/3/2001


U.S. Federal Aviation Administration 10/3/2001; 10/31/2001;1/2/2002


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 10/3/2001; 3/7/2002; 5/28/2002; 8/1/2002


State 

Railroad Commission of Texas 10/3/2001


Texas Coastal Coordination Council 3/11/2002


Texas General Land Office 10/3/2001; 10/16/2001


Texas Historical Commission 10/3/2001; 10/31/2001; 3/4/2002; 7/18/02


Texas Department of Transportation 10/3/2001


Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 10/3/2001


Texas Parks and Wildlife 10/3/2001; 11/20/2001; 12/19/2001


Local 

City of Houston 4/26/2002; 8/5/2002


City of Houston: Traffic Management Branch 10/3/2001


City of Houston Public Works 10/3/2001


City of Pasadena Traffic and Transportation 10/25/2001


Deer Park Schools 10/3/2001


Harris County Agricultural Extension Office 10/3/2001
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Table B-1 (continued) 

Agency 

Harris County Community Development 
Department 

Harris County Fire and Emergency Services 

Harris County Flood Control District 

Harris County Hospital District 

Harris County Office of Emergency Management 

Harris County Public Health and Environmental 
Services 

Harris County Public Infrastructure Department 

Historical Commission of Harris County 

Houston-Galveston Area Council Community and 
Environmental Planning Department 

Dates of Contact (sent) 

10/3/2001 

10/3/2001


10/3/2001; 2/1/2002


10/3/2001


10/3/2001


10/3/2001; 11/5/2001


10/3/2001; 10/23/2001


10/3/2001


10/3/2001


Addresses of Agencies Consulted 

Federal 

David Hickens

NASA

Environmental Office

JA131, 2101 NASA Road 1

Houston, TX 77058


Rusty Swafford

Fishery Biologist

National Marine Fisheries Service

Habitat Conservation Branch

4700 Avenue U

Galveston, TX 77551-5997


John Burt

State Conservationist

Natural Resource Conservation Service

WR Poage Federal Building

101 South Main Street

Temple, TX 76501-7602


Col. Leonard Waterworth

District Engineer/Commander

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Galveston District

P.O. Box 1229 / 2000 Fort Point Road

Galveston, TX 77551


Phil Johnson

U.S. Coast Guard

8th Coast Guard District, Office of Bridge

Administration

Hale Boggs Federal Building

501 Magazine Street

New Orleans, LA  70130-3396


Rodrick M. Seeley, Director

Southwest Region

U.S. Department of Transportation

Office of Pipeline Safety

2320 LaBranch, Rm. 2100 

Houston, TX 77004


Norm Sears, Ecologist

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region VI

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200

Dallas, TX 75202


Doug Murphy 

Manager, Air Traffic Division – ASW-500

U.S. Federal Aviation Administration

2601 Meachum Boulevard

Fort Worth, TX 76137
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Addresses of Agencies Consulted (continued) 

Carlos Mendoza

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Texas Ecological Services Field Office

17629 El Camino Real, Suite 211

Houston, TX 77058


State 

Jerry Martin

Rail Division Director

Railroad Commission of Texas

P.O. Box 12967

Austin, TX 78711-2967


Thomas R. Calnan

Coastal Biologist

Texas Coastal Coordination Council

P.O. Box 12873

Austin, TX 78711-2873


Armand Posas

Railroad Liason - Houston District

Texas Department of Transportation

P.O. Box 1386

Houston, TX 77251-1386


Garry McMahan

Regional Director

Texas General Land Office

La Porte - Field Office

11811 North D Street

La Porte, TX 77571


Lawrence Oaks

State Historic Preservation Officer

Texas Historical Commission

PO Box 12276

Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711-2276

(512) 463-6100


Mark Fisher

Water Quality Standards Unit

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Mail Code 150, P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087 


Kathy Boydston

Wildlife Biologist

Habitat Assessment Branch

Texas Parks and Wildlife

4200 Smith School Road 

Austin, TX 78744


Local 

William Hlavacek 

Traffic Management Branch

City of Houston

P.O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562


Herb Lum 

City of Houston Public Works 

611 Walker Street-16th Floor

Houston, TX 77251-1562


Leigh Ream

Director of Traffic and Transportation

City of Pasadena

1211 East Southmore

Pasadena, TX 77502


Floyd Burden

Executive Director for Operations

Deer Park Schools

Administration Building

203 Ivy Avenue

Deer Park, TX 77536


Susan Russell

County Extension Director

Harris County Agricultural Extension Office 

2 Abercrombie Drive

Houston, TX 77084


Lora D. Routt

Planning and Development Division Chief

Harris County Community Development

Department

8410 Lantern Point

Houston, TX 77054
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Addresses of Agencies Consulted (continued) 

Fred C. Windisch

CEO/Fire Marshal

Harris County Fire and Emergency Services

480 N. Sam Houston Parkway, East

Houston, TX 77060


Ken Sheblak, P.E., Senior Engineer

Harris County Flood Control District

Planning Group

9900 Northwest Freeway

Houston, TX 77092


John A. Guest

President & CEO

Harris County Hospital District

2525 Holly Hall

Houston, TX 77054


Jim White

Emergency Management Coordinator

Harris County Office of Emergency Management

6922 Old Katy Road

Houston, TX 77024


Rob Barrett

Assistant Director

Pollution Control

Harris County Public Health and Environmental

Services

107 N. Munger

Pasadena, TX 77506


Michael Reily

Utility Coordinator

Harris County Public Infrastructure Department

1001 Preston, 7th Floor

Houston, TX 77002


Al Davis

Chairman

Historical Commission of Harris County

929 Waxmyrtle Lane

Houston, TX 77079


Jeff Taebel, Manager

Houston-Galveston Area Council

Community and Environmental Planning

Department

3555 Timmons, Suite 500

P.O. Box 22777

Houston, TX 77227-2777
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

October 3, 2001 


Mr. Carlos Mendoza

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Texas Ecological Services Field Office

17629 El Camino Real, Suite 211

Houston, TX 77058


Re:	 Finance Docket No. 34079 - San Jacinto Rail Limited - Construction Exemption -
And The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company - Operation 
Exemption - Build-Out to the Bayport Loop Near Houston, Harris County, Texas 

Dear Mr. Mendoza: 

On August 30, 2001, San Jacinto Rail Limited (San Jacinto) and The Burlington Northern and 
Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) (collectively the Applicants) filed a petition with the Surface 
Transportation Board (Board) pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502 for authority for construction by San 
Jacinto and operation by BNSF of a new rail line near Houston, Harris County, Texas. The 
project would involve approximately 12.8 miles of new rail line to serve the petro-chemical 
industries in the Bayport Industrial District (Bayport Loop). Because the construction and 
operation of this project has the potential to result in significant environmental impacts, the 
Board’s Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) has determined that the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is appropriate. The purpose of this letter is to request 
information from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on the natural resources within the project 
area that the project could potentially affect, as well as any permits and approvals required for 
project construction.1 

The proposed project involves the construction and operation of approximately 12.8 miles of new 
rail line between the Bayport Loop petro-chemical and plastic production facilities and the former 
Galveston, Henderson & Houston Railroad line, owned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
(UP), near the southeast corner of Ellington Field at Texas State Highway 3 (see attached map). 
As a result of the new construction, BNSF would have access to the facilities located in the 
Bayport Loop using the new line, and the facilities there, which are now served solely by UP, 
would be provided with a choice of rail providers. 

1 Representatives of San Jacinto and BNSF may have already contacted you and may contact you 
in the future as part of the permit application process. 



The proposed right-of-way width would be 100 feet. The Applicants anticipate operating an 
average of one train each way per day comprised of approximately 36 - 66 railcars, totaling 
13,000 to 23,000 loaded railcars per year. Most shipments would consist of non-hazardous 
plastic pellets. The remainder would consist of chemicals traveling in tank cars, of which 
approximately 1,500 to 7,000 would contain hazardous materials, and, to a lesser extent, other 
miscellaneous inbound and outbound commodities. 

We have enclosed a copy of the U.S.G.S. 7.5-minute quadrangle map showing the location of the 
proposed rail line. Please contact us if you require additional map coverage. 

The proposed route crosses both Armand and Taylor Bayous. Armand Bayou would be spanned 
with a bridge to minimize impacts to surface waters. Within the Bayport Loop area, Taylor 
Bayou would be spanned by a causeway and bridge crossing. 

The proposed project is being assessed to determine compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act. To assist in this effort, we are requesting a list of federally-listed and proposed 
threatened and endangered species for the area as well as your comments on the proposal and 
instructions for any further coordination. We are also consulting with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Texas Parks and Wildlife, and Texas Natural 
Resource Conservation Commission. 

Information on any additional issues or concerns that you consider appropriate would also be 
appreciated. e request that you respond by November 5, 2001 so that we may schedule any W
meetings, site visits or surveys, conduct any necessary follow-up activities, and incorporate your 
response into the scope of study, as appropriate (we may contact you prior to this date to discuss 
the project and try to schedule a meeting). 

ICF Consulting is serving as the independent third-party consultant to SEA to assist SEA in the 
preparation of the EIS. Please send your comments to: 

Alan Summerville

ICF Consulting

9300 Lee Highway

Fairfax, Virginia 22031


As part of the scoping process for the EIS, SEA will soon develop and make available a draft 
scope of study for the EIS and provide a period for the submission of written comments. 
Concurrently, SEA plans to hold scoping meetings to provide further opportunities for public 
involvement and input into the scoping process. The dates and locations for the scoping meetings 
will be announced at a later date. Following the issuance of a draft scope and the comment 
period, SEA will issue a final scope of study for the EIS. 

After issuing the final scope of study, SEA will prepare a Draft EIS (DEIS) for the project. The 
DEIS will address those environmental issues and concerns identified during the scoping process. 
It will also contain SEA’s preliminary recommendations for environmental mitigation measures. 
The DEIS will be made available upon its completion for public and agency review and comment. 



SEA will prepare a Final EIS (FEIS) that considers comments on the DEIS from the public and 
agencies. In reaching its decision in this case, the Board will take into account the DEIS, the 
FEIS, and all environmental comments that are received. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Alan Summerville, ICF Consulting Project Director, at (703) 934-3616, or 
Dana White, SEA Project Manager, at (202) 565-1552. 

Sincerely, 

Victoria Rutson 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

Enclosure 
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